NEWS RELEASE



CONTACT:
Gretchen Wright

May 8, 2003






202/371-1999

U.S. Senator Barbara Mikulski 

Receives Lifetime Achievement Award 

for Excellence in Women’s Health
Washington, dc – The Jacobs Institute of Women’s Health (JIWH) presented its prestigious Warren H. Pearce Lifetime Achievement Award to U.S. Senator A. Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) at its gala annual luncheon here today.  Senator Mikulski received the Award in honor of her long and successful career championing measures to improve women’s health.  Since becoming a Member of Congress in 1976, Senator Mikulski has worked tirelessly to craft and pass groundbreaking legislation that affects all aspects of women’s health. 

“Senator Mikulski has been a strong, vocal and steadfast leader on women’s health throughout her tenure in the Congress,” said Jacobs Institute Executive Director Robyn Lipner.  “For more than a quarter of a century, she has helped enact legislation to reduce breast and cervical cancer, to support women caring for sick family members, and to ensure that medical research includes women and addresses women’s health issues.  We are proud to honor Senator Mikulski for her many years of outstanding work.”

Among Senator Mikulski’s early successes in the U.S. Congress were regulations that improved the way clinical laboratories handle Pap smears.  In 1992, the Senator worked with a bi-partisan coalition to create the Mammography Quality Standards Act – a pioneering effort designed to give women confidence that mammography facilities were being held to a high standard of quality.  As dean of the women in the Senate, she led a congressional delegation to the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to press for inclusion of women in clinical trials and in gender-based research, and later helped to establish an Office of Research on Women’s Health at NIH.  As Chair of the Subcommittee on Aging, Senator Mikulski pressed Congress to consider women’s health issues across the lifespan and took steps to support the millions of women who serve as caregivers for frail or sick family members.

Today, Senator Mikulski is working to protect health care workers who volunteer to get the smallpox vaccine, put more research dollars into women’s health and provide a tax credit to help relieve the financial burdens on family caregivers.
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At the luncheon, Lipner presented the Award to the Senator.  The Jacobs Institute also honored Dr. Wanda Jones, Director of the Office on Women’s Health of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services; and Dr. Anne Foster-Rosales, a practicing doctor, professor and reproductive health researcher with Excellence in Women’s Health Awards.  The organization also presented its first-ever Corporate Philanthropy Award to CIGNA HealthCare.

The Jacobs Institute of Women’s Health is a dynamic, growing organization that is fast becoming the nation’s leading think tank on women’s health care policy.  It is the only organization dedicated to examining women’s health care issues at the intersection of our nation’s medical and social systems. 
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