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Reproductive Health Pioneers

Dr. Georgeanna Seegar Jones & Dr. Howard W. Jones 

Receive Lifetime Achievement Award 
Washington, dc – The Jacobs Institute for Women’s Health (JIWH) presented its prestigious Lifetime Achievement Award to Georgeanna Seegar Jones, MD and Howard W. Jones, Jr., MD at its gala annual luncheon here today.  The husband and wife team received the Award in honor of their groundbreaking work in the field of reproductive health and their longstanding commitment to improving women’s health care.  The Doctors Jones founded the clinic that delivered the first in vitro baby in the United States – a healthy baby girl born in 1981.  

“Doctors Georgeanna and Howard Jones have dedicated their lives to improving women’s health, helping couples overcome infertility and helping women live healthier lives,” said JIWH Executive Director Martha Romans.  “We are delighted to have the chance to honor them for their extraordinary body of work.  These two remarkable doctors have improved health care for women in the United States and around the world.”

Throughout their long and illustrious careers, the Doctors Jones have conducted groundbreaking research that has led to major advances in women’s health.  The couple established the first in vitro fertilization clinic in the United States – the Jones Institute for Reproductive Medicine at Eastern Virginia Medical School. The clinic has performed 2,700 in vitro fertilizations since it was founded.

Research conducted by Dr. Georgeanna Jones into problems of infertility, menstrual disorders and ovarian dysfunction laid the groundwork for teaching, research and clinical activity in those areas.  Dr. Howard Jones conducted pioneering studies into cervical cancer, established centers for the early detection of cervical and breast cancers, and pioneered surgical techniques that have allowed the medical community to make enormous strides in the correction of birth defects.  The Doctors Jones also edited Obstetrical and Gynecological Survey for more than 25 years.
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Before establishing the Jones Institute, the Doctors Jones were affiliated with Johns Hopkins University.  At the Hopkins School of Medicine, Dr. Georgeanna Jones served as the first full-time gynecological endocrinologist in a medical school faculty in the United States.  She later served as the director of the School of Medicine’s Laboratory of Reproductive Physiology.  Dr. Howard Jones served as director of the University’s international program on fertility control, which trained doctors in developing countries about reproductive medicine and life-saving reproductive technologies.

At the luncheon, Warren H. Pearse, MD, editor of the journal Women’s Health Issues, presented the Award to the Doctors Jones.  The Jacobs Institute also honored Donna Lopiano, PhD and the organization, Physicians for Human Rights with Excellence in Women’s Health Awards. 

The Jacobs Institute of Women's Health is a nonprofit organization working to improve health care for women through research, dialogue and information dissemination.  The Jacobs Institute is currently focusing on eliminating health care disparities, improving cardiovascular health care for women, and helping women make informed health care decisions.  The Jacobs Institute publishes the bimonthly journal Women’s Health Issues, the Women’s Health Data Book, and the quarterly newsletter In Touch.
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